Destination Heaven

Revelation 21:1-8

Introduction: Abraham Machar knows what it’s like to long for home. For six years he served as a soldier with the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. According to the International Red Cross Website, “Abraham was one miniscule cog in the devastating machinery of Africa’s longest running civil war.” He suffered a bullet wound that left him paralyzed and was afterwards, evacuated to a field hospital in the southernmost region of Sudan nearly 600 km from his home.
Abraham said, “I was stranded so far from home, I didn’t know when I would ever have the chance to go back.” A glimmer of hope came when he sent a message to his family via the Red Cross. His family wrote back one month later and requested that the Red Cross organize a reunion. This message was a glimpse of home for Abraham.
As believers in Jesus Christ, the longing of our heart is for our heavenly home. We don’t know for sure when we will get there, so until that time we will have to settle for a glimpse of home. The book of Revelation gives us such a glimpse. It is interesting to think that human history began in paradise…the Garden of Eden. And it will all end in paradise…the New Jerusalem. The picture that we get here of the New Jerusalem - which will one day descend from the heavens to the earth give is a snapshot of what our home in heaven looks like. Today, let us examine five facts together about our heavenly destination...(Heaven is a place of . . . )
I. UNSPEAKABLE AMAZEMENT (vv. 2-3) (21:10-22:5)

a. The majesty of the heavenly city (vv. 21:11-14; 21:18-21; 22:1-2)

b. The magnitude of the heavenly city (vv. 21:15-17)

i. It’s size (1500 Miles/side)

ii. It’s shape (A perfect cube)

c. The Monarch of the city (v. 21:22)

i. That dreadful Sovereign (Lord God Almighty)(Rev. 1:13-16)

ii. The divine Sacrifice (Lamb) (Rev. 5:9)

II. UNENDING ADORATION (v. 3)
a. Illus. James I. Packer wrote: “What shall we do in heaven? Not lounge around but worship, work, think and communicate, enjoying activity, beauty, people, and God. First and foremost, however, we shall see and love Jesus, our savior, Master, and Friend.”
b. The recipient of our worship (God)

c. The reason for our worship (Lev. 26:11-12)

d. The realism of our worship (v. 22:4) (Stand face to face with God) 

III. UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS (vv. 4)

a. We will live in His company

b. We will rest in His comfort

c. We will walk in His counsel

IV. UNEARNED ADMITTANCE (vv. 6-7)

a. It is provided and paid for by Christ

b. It must be possessed and not just professed (1 Tim. 6:12)
c. It’s proof is in our practice

V. UNSPOILED ATTRACTION (v. 8) (v. 21:27, 22:3)

a. Sin shall never enter therein (v. 21:27)

b. God will reverse the curse (v. 22:3)

c. We will serve the savior (v. 22:3)

Closing: The wheelchair bound Abraham Machar did finally go home. When he arrived at the airport, the expected reception committee was not there to meet him. Notification of Abraham’s arrival did not get through to his family. So the Red Cross workers set out on foot to find his family. They made contact with another volunteer from his town that set off to find one of Abraham’s relatives. He returned twenty minutes later with Abraham’s uncle.

The reunion at the airport between uncle and nephew was rather formal. They shook hands, looked at each other, and sat in silence for a few moments. The uncle moved into a corner and said, “I’ll take the boy back to the house and we’ll take good care of him.”

When it comes to the time of the believer’s heavenly homecoming, we won’t have to wait for the welcoming committee. We have a family member who will be there for us. In his own words he said, "if I go to prepare a place for you I will come again to receive you to myself that where I am, there you may be also.” He is going to take us home and take real good care of us. His name is Jesus!

